How to exclude a match from a Turnitin
Originality Report

Excluding a match from a Turnitin Originality Report

Overview

The Turnitin Canvas building block allows students to submit an assignment from within their
Canvas course directly to Turnitin text matching software. Turnitin then generates an
'Originality Report' which identifies unoriginal submitted material.

Occasionally, a match will occur with another document that you simply want to exclude, for
some reason. It could be that the student has submitted a draft of the paper before, which is
skewing results, or that the submitted paper has been published (in part) on the web
previously.

You cannot remove an item from the Turnitin database, once it has been submitted, but you
can exclude a source from the originality report - thereby re-generating the report to show
other, previously masked, matches.

Excluding the Match from the Originality Report

1. From the control panel, under Course Tools, click on Turnitin Assignments and select the
current assignment. Find the originality report (often at the top of the list) for which you want to
exclude a source.
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2. Open the originality report by clicking on the coloured box. Usually the top match is the
one that you want to exclude.

How to exclude a match from a Turnitin Originality Report Page 1



L

- e— —— e— iy -
- e G — ea— . ——
] i S S T (W e
- i—
I e e ]
iy, i e — g i oy
ey s R hogligmd B s =l
e b s Bagl Sopeie @ W [0
e E e e e e W ——
e aemas # e s G
s PPEESS E R g by suR w bm WA
- e e— e e e
e el el S B S l—

e mam—

Journal article

e w e e B —— i p——
e -

B i e i S
e

i

s mm g e gl ® R s
iy BB Tude o e — S
e Bd o bl m——m—— e BE—
s Y e RS W e e e
e g e s B o i——
= g A B pemmey spaebay e sgmdess @ ks
S —— [ — — —— - G =
e S i g SR S o E——
e e L I R s
T s e — Sl

e o gl S B sames e oy =
e g ey e B e e

e i
o e — e § e s ee—

i rv— B —— g b= © v e e 8 g B e o v
v S— L s i e -
G — e e | ey e e e B G e peea o e e Sl e

—— -k B e e p———
iy, et i B 5w A % bt m M S e P G o
- - v B it S —
G B — | ep——— m— e e S el 8 Gl gy am— —

Eurnitin E{ /
4

96%

Miateh Crvanviow

Subemried 0 Nahonal

el pager

ﬂ1 r—— . 94%

2%

3. Hover the cursor over the match you want to exclude; you should see a small right- arrow

appear, offering to show the Match Breakdown.

Match Overview
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Click on this little right-arrow and the display will change to indicate any smaller matches,

hidden by the large match.

4. You should also see a large grey button “Select Sources to be Excluded”. Click this to

proceed.
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5. Now you will see a list of check boxes that can be used to indicate any matches that should

be disregarded. To exclude the entire source, check the box at the top of the list, as in the

following screen shot.
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6. Click the red Exclude button. A new originality report will be generated, excluding the
selected piece of work from the matches, and giving a better picture of matching text within the
document. The overall similarity index (in this case 94%) is likely to decrease.

7. This process can be repeated for as many source exclusions as may be necessary.

8. Note that the student (if he/she can view his/her own originality report) cannot exclude
matches. Therefore, you should warn the student that, by allowing re-submission, the
percentage of matched text will initially be very high. Once you have excluded the source, the
student can see the re-calculated originality report.

Further information

Academic staff who are considering using Turnitin with their students are advised to contact the
appropriate Plagiarism Advisor for the School for advice and support.
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